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religious women under the direction of St Auraea, whose name occurs in
the Roman Martyrology on the 4th of October. This monastery has since
been given to the Barnabites, and the estates which belonged to it are now
annexed to the bishopric of Paris. When the saint had begun this building,
he found that it exceeded the measure of the land which he had specified
to his majesty by one foot; upon which, being struck with great grief and
remorse, he immediately went to the king, and throwing himself at his
feet, begged his pardon with many tears. Dagobert, surprised at his
caution, to recompense his piety, doubled his former donation. When the
saint was gone out, he said to his courtiers, " See how faithful and careful
those who serve Christ are. My officers and governors stick not to rob
me of whole estates, whereas Eligius trembles at the apprehension of having
one inch of ground which is mine." It not being then allowed to bury
within cities, the saint made a burial-place for these nuns without the walls,
and built there a church in honour of St Paul, which is now a large parish
church. The inhabitants of Brittany having provoked the king by making
frequent inroads and plunders, he sent Eligius upon an embassy to them,
who prevailed upon Judicael, their prince, to go in person to Paris, and
by his submissions appease the king's anger. Dagobert being desirous to
employ the saint in his most important commissions, pressed him to take
an oath of fidelity, as was usual on such occasions. Eligius having a scruple
lest this would be to swear without sufficient necessity, excused himself
with an obstinacy which for some time displeased the king. Dagobert at
length perceiving that the only motive of his reluctance was an extreme
tenderness of conscience, graciously assured him that his conscientious
delicacy was a more secure pledge of his fidelity than the strongest oaths
of others could have been.

The extraordinary piety and prudent fear of offending God which
St Eligius showed in all his actions, made so strong an impression on the
mind of St Owen when he was but twelve years old and lived in the court,
that the fervent young nobleman resolved to walk in his steps; and, as
he grew up, contracted so close a friendship with him that they seemed
to have but one heart and one soul. Whilst they were laymen and lived
at court they zealously laboured to maintain the purity of their faith and
the unity of the church. St Eligius procured a council to be held at Orleans
against certain heretics, drove a company of impious persons out of Paris
and, with St Owen, employed his endeavours effectually to root out simony,
a vice which had grievously infected France ever since the unhappy reign
of Brunehalt The sees of Noyon and Tourney, which had been united
ever since St Medard in 512, and then comprised Upper Picardy and all
the provinces that He between that country and the mouth of the Rhine,
became vacant by the death of St Acarius in 639, and St Eligius was
required to take upon him that arduous charge, and soon after St Owen